
 
Concord Public and Concord-Carlisle 
Regional Schools Special Education 
Parent Advisory Council (SEPAC) 

December 2015 Newsletter 

 

Happy holidays! We love this time of year! There’s so 
much to do and see. But for some families, it isn’t so easy to 
join in some of the holiday festivities. However, this season 
there are many sensory-friendly events to choose from if your 
child tends to feel overwhelmed or overstimulated by the 
holiday crowds. Here are a few: 

x Meet Santa during private mall hours at a Simon Mall 
on December 6th. For more information and to find 
participating malls, visit   http://www.simon.com/caring-
santa-2015. 

x Enjoy a sensory-friendly performance of the Urban 
Nutcracker on December 19th. Check out 
http://urbannutcracker.com/spectrum-friendly/ for more 
information. 

x Morningstar Access to the Boston Children’s Museum 
on December 30th offers children with special 
needs/medical needs a quiet time to visit the museum, 
with a limit of 100 visitors. For more information or to 
register, visit 
http://www.bostonchildrensmuseum.org/morningstar.  

For more special needs friendly events, go to 
http://www.spedchildmass.com/special-needs-recreation-
disability-autism-aspergers-massachusetts/ 

Did you know? Students on IEPs should 
be able to access the same curriculum as their 
peers when they are provided with the appropriate 
type of instructions, services, and supports. To 

ensure that all students are held to the same high standards 
and expectations, the Department of Education recently issued 
a letter of guidance to the schools declaring that IEPs for all 
students except those with severe cognitive delays should be 
consistent with grade-level academic standards. To read the 
full letter, go to 
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/guida
nce-on-fape-11-17-2015.pdf.  

 

Science Alert. A recent study* by an MIT 
research group found that people with dyslexia 
have impaired voice recognition. Although 
dyslexia is often thought of as a disorder where 
children mix up letters and have trouble reading 

words, a growing body of research suggests that challenges 
with processing the sounds that make up words, called 
phonemes, may underlie this disorder. In general, people are 
much better at identifying voices when the speaker is using 
one’s native (familiar) language. As predicted, Perrachione et 
al. found that those without dyslexia were better able to identify 
English speaking voices relative to voices speaking an 
unfamiliar language (Chinese). However, adults with dyslexia 
had difficulty identifying voices in both English and Chinese, 
suggesting that the sounds in both of these languages were 
equally challenging to process.  

*Perrachione et al. (2011). Human voice recognition depends on 
language ability. Go to: 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC 4242590/

 

Upcoming Events. We hope to see you at our future 
events! The next SEPAC business meeting will be held on 
Friday, December 4th from 9:30-11AM in the Concord Free 
Public Library. All SEPAC meetings are open to the public. We 
encourage parents and caregivers of children on IEPs, 
receiving accommodations (e.g., 504 plan), or with any 
medical or special need to attend. 

Please visit our website (www.concordsepac.org) for a list of 
our upcoming meetings and agendas, previous meeting 
minutes, and helpful resources.  
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                                   UPCOMING EVENTS 

December 4: SEPAC 
Business Meeting 
9:30-11 A.M.  
Concord Free Public Library, 
Conference Room 
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Wishing you a wonderful 
holiday season! 

For questions, comments, or ideas for future 
newsletters, please email 
concordsepac@gmail.com. 

January 7: SEPAC 
Business Meeting 
7-8 P.M  
Location TBD 

January 14: Basic Rights 
Workshop 
7-9 P.M  
Learning Commons, CCHS 


