
Concord Public Schools  
and 

Concord-Carlisle Regional School District Special Education Parent 
Advisory Council (SEPAC)  

March 22, 2018, 7:00-9:00 pm 
Ripley Building, Conference Room 3  

Attendance 
Carol Yelle, President 
Tali Ditman, Communications chair 
Helen McKinlay, Publicity chair 
Joanne Jensen, Secretary 
Casey Atkins, Membership chair 
Shaina Brito, Events chair 

1. Open meeting at 7:15pm 

2. No public comments   

3. Board reviewed and approved January 11 meeting minutes.   Joanne will 
send to Becky and town clerks for posting 

4. Board reviewed and approved February 5 meeting minutes. Joanne will 
send to Becky and town clerks for posting 

5.  District Safety Protocol  
• Carol spoke to Laurie on how we are supporting special education 

children during ALICE drills. Discussion on how to support students, 
ideas include consider asking Jessica to insert wording into IEP 
meetings regarding providing accommodations.  Casey suggested 
including this information in the first responder town sheet.   Carol 
is considering asking Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education (DESE) to hold a workshop for SEPAC members.  

6.  School Committee Report  
• Melissa McMorrow, SEPAC school committee advisor not at the 

meeting.  
• Carol attended Feb. 13 school committee meeting.  Committee is 

looking into CMS building and reorganization.  SEPAC needs a 
middle school liaison and Carol would like to meet with Justin 
Cameron.  Joanne will schedule a meeting with Carol and Justin as 
an introduction. 



• Joanne attended February 27 meeting and reported on possible 
CCHS athletic fee increase and parking issues. 

7. School Committee Policy Sub-Committee Review Update  
• Sub-committee will meet in May  

8. Chair reports  

○ President:  
• Carol hasn’t met with Jessica since last meeting.    
• WestEd, an outside consulting agency will be reviewing the special 

education program for K-8 and holding parent focus groups.  
Original focus groups postponed due to the snowstorm, the new 
date is March 28 (1:45-2:45pm Alcott, and 7-8pm CMS).  WestEd 
will also visit classrooms and speak to teachers.   

• The PTG meeting was short, there was a quick budget update 
along with a visioning session.    

• Transition panel for CCHS will be held March 27.   
• SEPAC’s annual school committee presentation will be held at the 

end of May.   Carol is considering inviting a parent and student to 
share a personal story of how special education impacts their life, 
as part of the presentation.       

○ Membership:  
• Tali and Casey are on the Strategic Planning committee and Casey 

is also on the Concord recreation commission.   Concord 
Recreation is considering creating more programs for special 
education students.  Anna Wood is looking for parent feedback and 
more involvement.   She wants every child in town to feel 
connected in the community.   

  
○ Events: 

• Shaina, Colleen W and Betsey M. are hosting SEPAC Coffee and 
Conversation on April 5.   

• Shaina met with Caroline Maguire, a Concord resident, who works 
with children with ADHD, and coaches parents on how to support 
their children socially. Caroline will present on May 14 at Willard 
from 7-9 PM and the talk will be geared to all children.   

○ Communications:  
• SEPAC’s appreciation awards announcement was sent and 17 

people are nominated so far. Recipients will receive a certificate 
and possibly a pen. Awards will be presented at the April school 
committee meeting.   



• The next newsletter will be sent at the beginning of May and will 
include an announcement for Concord Recreation summer 
programs.   

• Given the WestEd survey is being held this spring, the SEPAC 
parent survey will be pushed to next year.    

  
○ Publicity: 

• Helen will begin publicity for the May 14th lecture with Caroline 
Maguire after April vacation.   

9. Meeting closed at 9 pm. 


